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Summary: 


How their relationship evolved, from strangers to friends and 
something more. 
Title from the ship name, Tundrashipping. 


Tundra 
Author's Note: 
e For Randocardrissian. 


For randoCardrissian who requested this Tundrashipping 
so yeah. Here you go, hope it lives up expectations. 


When they first met, it had been terribly awkward. 


Rief (at the time, they hadn't even known his name) had 
been kidnapped by the Tuaparang and put in some sort of 
crate. When they had opened it, an exhausted and 
overheated Rief with his hands tied together behind his 
back had fallen out. Apparently not only was it 
uncomfortable, it was stuffy in there, too. Matthew had 
graciously helped him up and untied his hands, noticing the 
rope burn created when Rief had tried to escape his bonds. 
He also noticed how cute it was when Rief pushed his 
glasses up and introduced himself, half-shy and half-proud 
of his knowledge. 


Matthew knew he was going to like this kid. 


After the Ice Queen event, Matthew decided Rief was going 
to be the bearer of the stone. Rief kind of freaked out, scared 
that the Queen was going to jump out of the stone again 
and control his mind like Nyunpa. Matthew had held his 
hands and given him the stone, promising him that no harm 
would come to him and that he would be fine. 


"Plus, you're a great Mercury adept, and | think you can 
handle it." 


Rief squeaked. "Y-You really think so?" He asked. Matthew 
gave him a small smile and Rief's eyes flicked down to the 
ground. He was blushing. It was cute. 


Rief got really good at using Frostbite in battle. Matthew was 
proud of him. 


Matthew woke up with the taste of Water of Life in his mouth 
and a worried looking Rief above him. 


"You Okay?" Rief asked. Matthew looked around warily. 
"The Earth Lizard is gone?" He asked back. Rief nodded. 


"Tyrell smacked him over the head with his mace after you 
fell. | tried to heal you before he hit you but it was too late..." 
Rief sniffed and Matthew noticed a small tear making its way 
to the ground. 


"Hey, don't cry," he said. He brushed the tear away with his 
gloved hand and gave a small smile to Rief. Rief sniffed 
again. 


"I'm sorry... I'm just afraid." 


"Afraid of what?" 


Rief hesitated. "Afraid of you getting hurt." 


Matthew inwardly cooed at such adorable behavior, but 
managed to keep a straight face and drew Rief into a hug. 
Rief gladly accepted it, still sniffing back tears. 


..And that's when the rest of the party chose to come back, 
Tyrell shouting "blackmail material!" gleefully, Karis 
fangirling, Amiti looking confused by all the drama, and 
Sveta also looking confused at all the drama. It was great. 


Rief sat on the deck of the ship, looking out over the water. 
Waves lapped against the side of the boat, causing a gentle, 
rocking motion. Even with the relaxed atmosphere, Rief still 
jumped when a gloved hand touched his shoulder. 


"Sorry," Matthew apologized, sitting down next to him. The 
yellow scarf around his neck waved in the breeze. Rief 
stared at it fora moment before closing his eyes again. 


"You enjoy the ocean?" Matthew asked. Rief cracked open 
one eye. 


"Being a Mercury adept does increase my tolerance of water. 
However," he closed his eyes again. "it makes me feel lonely, 
surrounded by nothing. | much prefer land to water." 


"Oh, really?" Matthew sounded surprised. Rief let out a small 
laugh. 


"Don't be so stereotypical!" He gave Matthew a small push 
and he laughed as well. They went back to staring at the 
ocean. 


"You know, | actually like Venus more than all the other 
elements." Rief carefully tilted his head so it was resting on 
Matthew's shoulder. 


"Oh, really?" He could hear Matthew's smile in his voice. 
Matthew pulled off his glove and linked their fingers. 


"Yeah, really." 
Author's Note: 


Thanks again, randoCardrissian! 


